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Is it time for an ATTITUDE Tune-Up?

In a previous arficle |
focused on your j-factor.
Working on the joy factor is
much like the old fashioned
box of Cracker Jacks - it al-
ways comes with a special
prize. Your j-factor reward is a
Positive Attitude. Guess what!
Turn it around and you will
find that it works both ways —
a positive attitude will also
increase your joy! So in the
interest of more joy in your life
—and maybe even more life
in your joy — | would like to
suggest a few tips to keep
your attitude amazingly posi-
five even in the midst of chal-
lenging times.

Attitude is happening
every moment of every day.
It is in your thoughts and feel-
ings and revealed in your ac-
fions. Your atfitude emerges
from the beliefs and feelings
that you hold toward yourself
and others. When your aftti-
tude is hurting, you tend to
beat yourself up emotionally,
and you may not be consis-
tently kind and considerate of
others as well. It really helps if
you can identify a friend or
two willing to give you honest
feedback. Ask them for more

than opinions because a suc-
cessful attitude tune-up needs
factual information. If you
want examples and honest
information you have to shred
the natural defensiveness that
yearns to explain your frue in-
tentions. You must accept
feedback without excuse or
explanation.

Here are a few strategies that

will help you:
e Think positive and talk
positive talk.

e Flee the negative force
field that surrounds
some people. To be
positive run with a posi-
tive crowd.

¢ Make it a habit to find
the best in yourself and

the people around you.

e Be consistently goal
oriented.

o Develop specific skills
that will make a differ-
ence.

¢ Commit to what you
believe and don't let
outside forces dictate
your direction.

Seek to be engaged and ab-
sorbed in activities that are
important and require your full
and complete attention. As a
result, the flow of your life will
tend to be satisfying and fulfill-

ing. Your actions will furn your
intentions into the reality of a
joy-filled positive aftitude. You
will find that this will cause
you to assume the positive
rather than expect the worst.
This attitude tune-up is a valu-
able part of your culture
building tool kit for creating a
high performance classroom
where success is the expecta-
tion for all students.

Every teacher needs
this formula, but our commu-
nity of Christian teachers and
leaders who know the source
of unconditional love have
the promise that each of us
are on the path chosen for us
by the Master Teacher Him-
self. That knowledge adds the
confidence and courage
that will lighten the heaviest
of loads and bring light to our
darkest moments. May that
peace from above be the
difference for your journey
today and throughout the
busy and challenging days
ahead.

Dr. Dussea
Center Director
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| loved
being in the
classroom
and enjoying
time with
the students.

| loved getting
to meet all of
the welcoming
teachers and
working with
the kids.

| loved inter-
acting with the
kids and dis-
cussing and re-
flecting on
what we saw.
It really helps
develop our
perspective of
teaching.

Chicago Immersion: Stephanie Kudek

| attended the Chicago
Immersion Trip in October and what an
experience it was! Not only was it great
to spend time with other education
students and reflect on our experience
with Dr. Dusseau, but we got to see
some great schools. It has changed my
views, once again, about urban
teaching. After going to Chicago, | was
so much in awe aft the results that
come from these students that | found
myself still reflected on it for the next
few weeks. Af first, | thought it was
impossible to get an entire high school
to go to college. But now | think, why
isn't every school doing thate One of
the schools we visited was Rauner
College prep and the goal is to
prepare every student to excel in
college and boy are they doing it!
Want to know the results of this prepa-
ration2 100% of their senior class in 2010
not only graduated from Rauner but
were accepted into at least one
college. KIPP: Ascend has the same
kind of results. By the end of Kindergar-
ten, 94% of the students read at a first
grade level and the high school stu-

dents also had 100% acceptance
intfo college. Crazy, righte! What did |
see that was different at these
schools? High expectations. The
teachers are expected to prepare
each and every one of their students
to be ready for college and to give
them skills to excel in different areas
of their life. There is a lot to learn from
these high performing schools in Chi-
cago. Every student can achieve if
the tfeacher gives them the opportu-
nifies and the skills. If you hold kids fo
their highest potential and give the
resources to succeed, they will. No
questions asked. Going to Chicago is
the next step in becoming a success-
ful urban teacher. | am so blessed to
have had the opportunity to go. |
hope that each of you consider par-
ticipating in the Chicago immersion
trip because it is eye opening and
you absolutely will learn something
from the experience.

~ Stephanie Kudek
WLC




Ally Figurski:

A WLC junior with a major in Ele-
mentary Education and a minor in
Art, she co-taught at Risen Savior
this summer in a second grade
classroom.

Courtney Green:

A recent graduate of Marquette,
Courtney taught in a 1st and 2nd
grade classroom at Atonement this
summer. She is currently teaching
3rd grade at KIPP in Houston.

Interested in applying to participate
in the Center for Urban Teaching
Summer School program? Email
urban.ed@wlc.eduif you would like

to receive an application.




Short Takes:

Milwaukee Immersion

The most exciting
moment for me was when
| saw first year, even
first semester teachers,
doing such a great job!...|
was very impressed by

the graduates of
the program.
- Veronica Romo (MU}

Hot Topic: Literacy in Urban School

Can literacy be taught
successfully in urban schools~

The four major ways to
communicate are speaking, lis
tening, reading, and writing.
Just as speaking coincides wit
listening, reading coincides wit
writing. Reading and writing ar
skills that affect all aspects of
school not just those particula
classes. The differences be-
tween home and school literac
is the main reason why childre
in urban schools struggle so
much with learning to read ang
write proper |
problems need to be treated i
different ways because not
students are the same. First
must examine the main prob-
lems and then secondly addre

The best part was seeing those problems accordingly.
In the bookl9 Urban
how teachers manage the Questions: Teaching in the Cit

classrooms and the IOV|n‘ the author gives the example ¢

commitment that they makg
to their students education

| t s not

- Danyelle Kohimeier

(WLC)

a school in a large Midwester
city. This school has recently
become a major hot spot for i
migrants who speak Spanish.

JB | This proposed a few problems

for the teachers, primarily that
they would now have more of «
challenge with communication

| was really impressed with the way the
teachers kept high expectations while
making class fun. . . After the tour today, |
am very interested in urban teaching.
- Hannah Sosnosky (CU)

The way the teachers adapted
learning was very much so vis
ally. At every opportunity they
had, they would illustrate man
things being taught via pictures
and diagrams. Also, for each
lesson, the teachers would ma
an outline, in simple terms, of
what would be expected for ea
lesson. One strategy that the
teachers found to work well wa
having the student illustrate w
they were trying to say, write
what they wanted to say in thei
native language, and then tran
lating that into what English the
knew. This gradually increase
their ability to communicate
more fluently with the teacher
and other students as well as @
their homework assignments.

When looking at the
problems that may arise with
literacy, it is important to look a
them through the eyes of the s
dent. All students can be taug
to read and write whether it be
an urban school or not. Look 3
your students with the want to
make them into good readers g
writers at all costs.

Kelsi Daffner, WLC




Have you heard?

Did you know that it is possible to have an urban place-

ment for your clinicals? Contact CfUT staff at urban.ed@wilc.edu

Center for Urban Teaching

Wisconsin Lutheran College
8800 W. Bluemound Road
Milwaukee WI 53226
414.443.8954
. www.urbanteaching.info
www.facebook.com/CenterforUrbanTeaching

The purpose of the Center for Urban
Teaching is to identify, prepare, and
support highperformance urban
teachers.

CfUT Director: Dr. Ray Dusseau

Director of Teaching and Learning: Ms. Edie Kastenschmidt
Director of Mentoring: Ms. Krysta DeBoer

Team Leader: Rebecca Jeppesen

Team Member: Kristin Plessinger
Team Member: Kelsi Daffner
Team Member: Stephanie Kudek
Team Member: Mariah Quella




